
Greetings from Grenelefe!                          Fall 2020 

We had a pretty normal summer with about 23 inches of rain since June. The rain has been very helpful in 

establishing the 1,200 plants we have installed. It does make it more challenging in trying to keep the 

weeds at bay, but as we start to see some cooler weather (high 80s would be nice), we should see the 

growth slow down so that we can get to detailing the buildings.  

 

Building Fire at 81 Pinewood Court 

Disheartening to say the least to know that his fire did not need to happen! This is why we do not allow 

grilling on patios and balconies. This fire was started because someone was grilling on the upstairs 

balcony and it ignited the wood on the deck and ended up burning 80% of the building. Only two units 

did not incur fire damage but sustained smoke and water damage. The entire building is uninhabitable and 

will be for quite a while until it can be rebuilt. Incidents like this can have a negative effect on individual 

condominium insurance premiums. It is certain to increase the cost of obtaining insurance for the 

Association next year as well. Please review the "Grilling at Grenelefe" section of the "Welcome to 

Grenelefe Guide" located on our website at www.grenelefecondominium.com, the biggest takeaway 

being, “No cooking shall be permitted on any patio or deck of a unit. Grills may not be used within 10 

feet of any building or overhang.”   

The Association has insurance for the exterior of the building (basically from the walls out). However, it 

does not cover the interior of your unit. Things like floor coverings, appliances, cabinets, hot water 

heaters, fixtures, vanities and many other parts of the condominium are the responsibility of the owner. 

This is why we strongly suggest that owners get HO-6 condominium insurance. HO-6 policies cover 



personal property, liability coverage in the event that a leak or something else from your unit causes 

damage to another unit, loss of use, which provides monetary compensation to pay for you to live 

somewhere else, loss assessment, which steps up to cover damages if limits are exceeded by the claim for 

the master policy and medical payments to others, meaning others who are not residents of your unit that 

get injured on your property. These are just the basics. There are plenty of additional coverage options 

that you can add depending on your needs.  

 If you’re shopping for condo insurance or even if you already have it, you should consider some simple 

steps to make sure you’re both properly covered and not overpaying: 

1. Make an inventory of all your personal possessions 

2. Check what the Association covers - Contact information for our current agent  can be found on 

our website on the "Welcome to Grenelefe Guide" under  "Insurance" 

3. Update your policy after expensive purchases 

4. Check your policy for discounts 

5.  Maintain the interior of your condo 

 

If you rent your unit out, you should have HO-6 insurance as well as require your renters to have renters 

insurance. Moving forward, Westgate is requiring all of their renters to have renters insurance. As a 

renter, there are many factors that are beyond their control such as water leaks, fire, or natural disasters. 

Renters insurance can help them repair or replace property after loss due to many types of damage or 

theft. It can also provide coverage for an accident at your residence. Policies usually have very affordable 

annual premiums. 

If you are renting your unit out, it is a requirement of our rental policy that your tenants go through a 

background check. Only Association-approved background check vendors can be used. The reason for 

this is that we want to make sure that the criteria for the search is being met. If everything is clear on a 

person's background check, the results are usually back within 48 hours. However, some background 

checks take longer than this depending on what the company finds. They may get an indication that they 

have a "hit" or "flag" from a county that has not reported on the database yet, and the vendor will have to 

call to find out what it is before they can finalize the report. This can take several days to get a reply. The 

important thing is that we get a thorough background check before we approve them. If it is taking extra 

time, it is because there is more to the background check than usual and we appreciate your patience and 

understanding of the process.  

I want to remind everyone that the Association’s annual meeting will be held Saturday, November 7th, in 

the main lobby of the conference center. Even though we are in the midst of the Covid Pandemic, we are 

still required by law to hold an annual meeting. It will look different from past annual meetings and we 

will try and keep it brief and functional. If you do plan to attend, please wear a mask. As always it is a 

pleasure for us to continue to serve you and we look forward to seeing you soon. 

Sincerely, 

 

Chris Gourdie 

General Manager 


