
Greetings from Grenelefe!     NEWSLETTER 3rd Qtr. 2021 

We have started the Summer off with some dry weather over the past few weeks, which is 

typical for this time of year. Everything is a little crunchy, but we have had a couple of rains that 

came though this weekend.  They will start to come in on a regular basis and we should be back 

to our wet ways soon. Then we will start doing all of our plant installs as well as go back to 

mowing every week.  

It was suggested at the annual meeting that we hold a special meeting specifically to change the 

Declarations to allow the installation of security cameras by owners. Without the change, an 

owner desiring to install cameras would have to gain the permission of all the owners in his 

building. By passing the change to the Declarations, an owner can now install cameras according 

to the Association guidelines after filling out an application and receiving approval from the 

Association. The Declarations of Condominium will now read as follows: 

 
 “Installation of Security Cameras. Notwithstanding paragraph (c) above, upon approval of the 

Board of Directors of detailed written plans, apartment owners may install up to two security 

cameras on the frame surrounding condominium entrance doors, subject to the design 

requirements of the Board of Directors. Said apartment owners shall not be required to obtain 

the approval in writing of all owners of all apartments in which such work is to be done.”  

The entire policy which includes the application and the requirements can be found under 

"Policies" on the Association's website, www.grenelefecondominium.com. 

The reconstruction on building 81 is coming along well. As you may recall, this is the building 

that burned due to a grill on the second-floor balcony that was unattended and lit the building on 

fire. The builder is shooting for November for occupancy, but he expects to finish earlier than 

that. The main holdups are coming from scarcity of building supplies. Everything is backed up 

because of Covid-19.  Windows and doors are on back order and lumber is expensive and some 

is hard to come by. The fire occurred June 25, 2020, almost a year ago. That is the typical 

timeline involved when a building is destroyed by fire. This has been a huge inconvenience for 

the owners of the building that have been displaced, not to mention the financial loss to all 

involved.  This situation would not have happened if the rules regarding the use of grills had 

been followed.  These rules can be found on our website, but in summary:  No grilling on patios 

or balconies. Grills in use must be at least ten feet away from the building, then allowed to cool. 

Coals must be disposed of before again storing the grill.  

The Condominium Association Rental Policy is applicable to those owners who desire to rent, 

lease, or allow persons to occupy their units for a period of 32 consecutive days or more. The 



owner must submit a Tenant Information application (available on the website at 

grenelefecondominium.com) to the Association with a $50 fee for a background check. The 

background check is only part of the process, not the end of it.  It takes anywhere from 48 to 72 

hours if the proper information is submitted and there are no pending county court reports 

needed. Also, we have had several renters requesting mailbox keys and moving in prior to us 

receiving their background check results. Tenants are not to move in until after Association 

approval is obtained. Also, tenants and/or property managers are not to obtain keys from the 

Association. If you rent your unit, you are responsible for providing your tenants with the key 

and collecting it when the tenants leave, then reissuing them to your new renters.  

Keep in mind that, when renting your unit, the unit owner is held liable in the event of a violation 

of the Declarations, Bylaws or the rules and regulations of the Association. We have a "Welcome 

to Grenelefe" document that spells out a majority of the rules for renters that is available on the 

Association's website. You can print these off to give to your renters.  Westgate hands out a 

similar packet to all of their renters to help educate them on the rules associated with living here 

at Grenelefe.  

I would like to remind you that all installations of screen rooms, front screen doors, front doors, 

French patio doors, washers, dryers and security cameras, must follow the procedures set forth 

by the Design Review Committee. The first step in getting approval is to download a copy of the 

policy and the application from our website at grenelefecondomium.com. Fill out the application 

and return it to the Association for approval before installing any of these. We would be happy to 

discuss the process or answer any questions you may have about making these changes to your 

condominium…BEFORE you make them.  

The Association having access to your condominium unit is important for maintaining the 

heating and air conditioning.  It is also important to stay on top of pest control. We have had 

several instances where owners are renting their units and the tenants are refusing access to 

conduct monthly filter changes and most importantly the annual preventative maintenance on the 

air handlers located inside the units. Part of the reason for the Association having the HVAC 

department is to protect condominium assets, including the surrounding units. When filter 

cleaning and preventative maintenance are skipped, the condenser lines can become clogged, 

causing water to fill up the drip pans and eventually overflow, damaging the sheetrock and 

carpeting.  If the clog happens in an upper unit, the damage usually occurs in the downstairs 

units. There have been changes to the condominium laws over the past few years which state that 

if damage to a unit is caused by negligence, then the cost of repairs will be borne by the 

offending party. The Association recommends that owners leave a key to their unit with the 

Association office. This enables pest control and air conditioning maintenance to be done on 

schedule and allows access when problems such as leaks arise. Strict key control is adhered to, 

and keys are only signed out by authorized personnel. If the Condominium Association does not 

have a key to a condominium, it is the owner’s responsibility to contact the office to make 

arrangements for the quarterly pest control and AC services.     



We are seeing an increase in sewer backups caused by grease and wipes. As listed in the rules 

and regulations, grease, feminine hygiene products and disposable wipes are not to be put down 

the drains or flushed into the sewer lines. The building plumbing and sewer lines were installed 

over 30 years ago and were not built to the same standards as they are today. For example, the 

kitchen drain lines that lead to the sewer are only two-inch lines. The upstairs and downstairs 

units share the same two-inch line. This is why it is important not to dump grease down the 

kitchen sinks.  Flushing wipes down the toilet is also a problem. The sewer lines are only four-

inch lines, which was the standard when the buildings were constructed, Today's standard is six 

inches.  As we run into problems and we dig up these old pipes, we are replacing them with the 

correct sizes, but that is very expensive and not a feasible solution to this ongoing problem. With 

the increased occupancies we are experiencing and the aging of the property, we need all of the 

tenants to be careful with what they are putting into the sewer system. 

Garbage disposals are another area that needs to be watched.   Just because the garbage disposal 

will grind something up doesn’t mean it should go in there. In other words, just because you can 

does not mean you should.  The Association has put together Garbage Disposal Guidelines.  You 

will never guess where to find them. Yes, they are found on the Association's website.  (Starting 

to see a trend?) 

Garbage Disposal Guidelines  

What Not to put down a Garbage Disposal: 

 

• Don’t grind glass, plastic, metal or even paper. 

 

• Don’t grind anything combustible. 

 

• Don’t grind cigarette butts 

 

• Don’t pour grease, oil or fat into your garbage disposal or drain. Grease will 

slowly accumulate and impede your garbage disposal’s grinding ability as well as 

clog drains. 

 

• Don’t use hot water when grinding food waste. Hot water will cause grease to 

liquefy and accumulate, causing drains to clog. 

 

• Don’t grind extremely fibrous material like corn husks, celery stalks, onion skins, 

and artichokes. Fibers from these can tangle and jam the garbage disposal 

motor and block drains. 

 

• Don’t turn off the motor or water until grinding is completed. When grinding is 

complete, turn off the garbage disposal first. Let water continue to run for at least 

15 seconds, flushing out any remaining particles. Then turn off water. 

 



• Don’t put too many potato peels down the garbage disposal. The starches in the 

potatoes will turn into a thick paste and may cause blades to stick. 

 

• Don’t put large amounts of food down the garbage disposal. Feed food into the 

garbage disposal a little at a time with the cold water running; this will help the 

food scraps flow down freely through the drain pipes and plumbing. 

 

• Don’t put expandable foods into your garbage disposal. Foods like pasta and rice 

expand when you add water in a pot; they do the same thing once inside your 

pipes or garbage disposal and are the cause of many jams and clogs. 

 

• Don’t grind large animal bones (beef, pork etc.). 

 

• Avoid putting coffee grounds down the garbage disposal. They won’t harm the 

garbage disposal and they’ll actually help eliminate odors. However, they can 

accumulate in drains and pipes, causing clogs. Best to avoid. 

 

• Don’t use harsh chemicals like bleach or drain cleaners. They can damage 

blades and pipes. Borax is a natural sink cleaner and sanitizer that effectively 

works on odor-causing mold and mildew that accumulates in garbage disposals. 

 

Have a great summer and as always, it is a pleasure to serve you! My staff and I look 

forward to hearing from you soon and seriously, check out our website for all the 

information you need and direct others that use your condominium! Thanks.  

 

Chris Gourdie  

General Manager 

 

 

 

 


